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castle, situated next to the Popes’ Palace, was rebuilt as an ordinary residence and
was occupied as such for many decades.

While renovating their own dwelling several years ago, the Schaffer family —
owners of the aforementioned building — were amazed to discover that the property
is an historical monument, most of its walls covered with Latin inscriptions, heraldic
emblems, sundry ornamentation, and inscriptions in Hebrew letters.

In this article, we decipher eleven of these inscriptions, engraved on the walls
of the Schaffers’ living room and on the staircase leading to it. The names of nine
Jews who had been imprisoned in the castle around the year 1580 are revealed. We
present images of each inscription, accompanied by drawings that facilitate reading,
and focus on several additional matters: the prisoners’ characteristics in relation to
cultural-regional indications of their writing, the script used in that time and place,
the challenges of deciphering the inscriptions, and analytics in support of their dating.

We then examine certain historical circumstances that may have led to the jailing of
these prisoners, residents of the four Provengal communities of Comtat Venaissin, part of
the Papal States in southern France. We also analyze these eleven Hebrew inscriptions as
manifestations of Jewish group identity and the liberation of the human spirit.

Torah Education for Girls in the Interwar Bais Yaakov School System:
A Re-Examination

by Rachel Manekin (pp. 219-262)

The Bais Yaakov school system in interwar Poland is known for introducing Torah
education for Orthodox girls in a formal setting, an innovation that had no historical
precedent in Eastern Europe. However, the precise nature and extent of this education,
especially at the Bais Yaakov teachers’ seminary in Krakow, the most prestigious
institution for Orthodox women, has not been examined sufficiently. Bais Yaakov
publications as well as those of Agudas Yisroel (Agudat Yisrael), which oversaw the
institutions of the Bais Yaakov system, speak only in generalities. For example, it
is well-known that the students at the seminary, unlike their male counterparts in
yeshivas, did not study Talmud; instead, they learned Tanach, especially the Pentateuch.
But what was the method of studying Tanach? Did they study the Pentateuch in the
traditional manner, with Rashi’s commentary? Was there any focus on the highest
levels on textual study, the hallmark of traditional Talmud Torah, or were other
modes of instruction introduced? It is important to answer these questions in order
to determine the extent to which Bais Yaakov movement broke new ground not only

in women’s formal education but also in women’s access to classical Jewish texts,
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Nahmanides’ Position in the Maimonides Controversy (1232-1235):
A New Perspective

by Oded Yisraeli (pp. 165-186)

This article addresses the controversy surrounding the writings of R. Moshe ben
Maimon (Maimonides) in the early 1230s and the role of R. Moshe ben Nahman
(Nahmanides) in it. The conventional wisdom in scholarship sees all of Nahmanides’
writings as a balanced attempt to moderate and, in a way, to mediate between the
positions of Maimonides disciples and the French rabbis who boycotted his writings.
According to this approach, Nahmanides fought the boycotters but tried with all his
might to stanch a Maimonidean boycott against his opponents. Re-examining the
historical documents, I challenge this convention and attempt to shed new light on
Nahmanides’ position. In contrast to the way it has been interpreted so far, in-depth
study and attentive reading of the historical documents offer a different interpretation
of the most important document in this context — Nahmanides’ letter to the rabbis
of Aragon and Castile — in which he took a consistent and unequivocal position.
My main argument is that in his letter to these rabbis, commonly interpreted as a
defense against the philosophers, Nahmanides intended to protect Maimonides and
the legitimacy of his religious views even if he did not agree with them. According
to this argument, his aim in the letter was to stop the Provengal campaign against
Maimonides. The motive for Nahmanides’ involvement in the controversy is also
perceived here, beyond the socio-political level, in the religious context. Against
the background of the decline of Jewish religious life in Western Europe and in an
attempt to preserve traditional beliefs, he tried to prevent the spread of theological
discourse and controversy of any kind within the Jewish communities.

Jewish Prisoners in the Late Sixteenth Century:
Testimony from Hebrew Inscriptions in Residences in Avignon

by Edna Engel and Ram Ben-Shalom (pp. 187-217)

An amazing historical episode came to light during the renovation of a building located
in a medieval tower in Avignon (Provence). After serving as a jail for centuries, this
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